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aeviTed ld the French iflands to reprds crimes, that could onlj' 
cxift by the abufe of the Slave-holder, are fuch as nature, 
revolts at. How often have thefc unfortunate beings beheld 
their fellows, beat, in famine and diitraflion, the bars of ah 
iron cage, in wtiich they were doomed to pafs in inconceivable 
mifery the laA days of their exiUcnCe I Is it not known that in 
thefe wretched iflands a human being has refigned his life in 
the tonnenta of a (low-confuming fire ? An unavenged inHance 
of an aA fo awfully atrocious, marks out for perdition the 
tonntry that could fuffer it. When the opprefTor thus en- 
forces his authorityj what miift be the eSoHi ttf the fulfcrers' 
l^entmcnt ? 

In the ibrQble violation of female cHallity we trace the moK 
deteftable extreme of brutality, and, in the eftimation of feii- 
fibility, the lofs of life is preferable to its difgraec : but ino- 
dedy is not confined to the capacity of a blulh, nor fenfibility 
to a particular form and feature. Let this account then be 
fettled between the African Trader, or the Trnperious Planter, 
who compels to hb embrace the unwilling objcA of his lull ; 
and the cxafperated Slave, who gratifies by this liuefiil a.&, 
not his fenfualily, but his refentnicnt. 

Bilt let us fuppofe, that the fenfe of fhame is incompatible 
with a black complexion, and that the Negro could wimefs 
without emotion the grofs abufe of the objefl of his alfeftion ; 
let us fuppofe too that the unnatural punilhments before men- 
tioned were forgotten, becaufe they were rare ; and thit the 
daily difcipline of the whip was unheeded, becaufe it was fo 
modified as feldom to be tlie immediate occafion of death. Yet 
the Negro had other examples before his eyes. A dilfention 
had arilen aniongft the Holders of the Slaves ; thofe who had 
before united in oppreOing them, were now at variance amongft 
themfelves. They had proceeded to open violence ; wl'.illl the 
Slaves waited the event with filence, though not with indif- 
ference. One party obtained an early fuperiority ; the leader 
of the weaker number was taken, and the liegrocs were fpec- 
iaturs of the death of Oge, a man who partpok of their colour, 
and who was broken alive upon the wheel. Twenty-five of 
hb followers fharcd the fame fate. If the cold-blooded fons of 
Europe, educated in the halnts of improved fociety, and arteiS- 
ing to feel the precepts of a mild and merciful religion, can 
thus forget themfelves, and infult their own nature, ought 
they to wonder that the African flionld jniitate the pattern, 
iuia if poMble improve upon their example ? 

Upon thii pirt of the Addrefs reileftions flill occur. In which 

the planter is deeply interefted — an opinion is there inculcated, 

that if acsedcd to and aOed upon, muft render the iflands a 
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conllant fcene of enielt/ and bloodfhed. We are told,' diac 
the Slaves wko had been moll kindly treated by their mailers^ 
were the foul of the infurredlton ; that • " it was they who 
betrayed, and delivered their humane matters to the Aflkllin's 
Iword, and feduced and fUrred up to revolt the gangs difpofed 
to fidelity." Hear this, ye Planters ! and if there be one 
amongA f ou. To fingularly fbolilh as to harbour a lurking ien- 
timcnt of humanity, let him, for his own fafcty, divert himfelf 
of it witliout lofs of time 1 The Negro is a being, whofe na- 
ture and difpofitioiu are not merely difterent from thofe of the 
European, they are the reverfc of them. Kindnefs and com- 
pailion excite in his brtaffi implacable and deadly hatred : but 
llripes, and infults, and abufe, generate gratitude, affeflion, 
tind inviolable attachment ! Upon this principle we are 
enabled to reconcile an apparent inconfulency in the Addrefj. ' 
' " f Slaves, we are informed, were ftill found who gave proofs 
of an invincible fidelity, and who madcmamifell: their determi- 
nation to deteft the feduflion of thofe who would with promife* 
of liberty inveigle them to certain deilruflion." If the homfi' 
nity of the mailer only iharpens the appetite of revenge, b it 
difficult to difcover by wl^at mode of treatment the friendfhip 
€»f thefe Slaves was fecured ? Be grateful, ye Planters, to the 
man who has at length difclofed this ^portant truth ; and ■ 
admire his courage, who has 'dared to avow it, even in the 
bofom of a nation devoted to liberty ! 

But the horrors of the (laughter incrcafe. The White father 

falls a viflim to the unnatural rage of his Mulatto fon 

Have human crimes their origin and caufes in human affairs ? 
or are they incited by fome malignant demon, who poffeffing 
himfelf of that cup of afFeilion, the human heart, pours out 
its contsnts, and fills it with poifon ? Alas ! we vainly feek 
in fable the apology of our own depravity j and unhappily the 
caufes of thofe tranfailions, which would fcarce meet credibi- 
lity on any other part of the globe, are in thefe regions of 
guilt too apparent. However t!ie Author of Nature may have 
iniHlled affection into the breaft of a parent, as the means of 
prcfiTving_ the race from duUru-fiion, we muft allow that the 
correfponding fentiment in the mind of the offspring, i» merely 
the eiTcil of a Jang continued courfe of care, partiality, aiid 
tenderncfs. Shall the harveft then rife up without feed ? and 
where no fondoefs has been (bown, Jhall filial attachments be 
ejtpefle^ i In a country where it is by oo means nnufual for 
the knpwn children of the Planter to undergo all the hardOiipSi 
and the ignomin/ of Slavery, in common with the moft de- 
graded 
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' graded thti oF moitals, it it there we are to feck for infbuicQi 
of filisi aSeOion ? 

Id thni eadeavotiring to anfold the primary and ever aflive 
caufe* of thefe troubles, I« it not be thought thai I wilh to 
palliate the enonnities committed by the iafurgents: enormitiet 
deeply to be deplored, by every one rot totally infenfible to 
the- fdfferingt of humanity. But let it not be forgotten, that 
to know the origin ^ the malady is the firft ftep towards 411 
efficacious remedy : Ihotild that origin be found in the miftaken 
condud of the Planters, it is for them to apply the cure after 
the accumulated cruelties of ages. Do they wait tilt tite re- 
volted fubjefh of their oppreltioD, fet them the lirft example of 
magnanimity, lenity, and forbearance 1 

1 come now to a clofer examination of the Addrefj in queftioq. 

After a long and laboured difplay of the crimes committed 
by the infurgents, in which it is to be obfcrved, every inftance 
of vindiftive retaliation on the part of the White Inhabitants ia 
caatioufly fupprefled ; the Deputies of the Colonies pour down 
the whole vial of their coUefled wrath, on the fociety eltablifhed 
in Prance for abolifbing the Slave Trade, under the name of 
" Le» Amis des Noirs." If we credit this narrative, the Ne- 
groei before they were feduced and alienated by the efforts of 
this Society, • " were provided wiih every comfort, and with 
accommodations fnperior to half the Cottagers in Europe,— 
Secure in the enjoyment of their properties, nurfcd in time of 
ficknef) with an expcnce and an attachment fought for in vain 
in the much hoafted hofpitals of England ; protected and 
reTpdaed in the infirmities of age, at eafe in refpeft to their 
children, their families, and tiieir affeftions ; — fubjcfted (o x 
labour calculated according to the ibength of each individual ; 
and, to conclude all, — enfranchifed, wlienever they merited it 
ij imf orient fer-victs." " iVi flept in fecurity," add the Rc- 
monllrants, " in the midft of men that were become our bre- 
thren, and many of us had neither locks nor bars to our houies." 

This period of confidence and of felicity, did not, if we nuy 
believe the Colonilb, fatisfy the ^mh tUi Ntiri, who it feems 
could not comprehend how , emancipauon could be the higheft 
reward of merit, where Slavery was a ftate of happinels.— 
" f From the time of the Revolution in France, this Society," 
it is aflerted, " or at Icaft fome of its members, have givea an 
unbounded loofe to their enterprize : all means have leemed to 
them good, fo they might tend to it* accomplifhment. The 
open attack, the deep and ftudied inuendo, the bafeft and mod 
defoicable caloninies, have beeo pranced to forward their 
4«hgn." Such are the- charges, again repeated in dl^rent 

puu 
* Faititvlir Araiot, p. iq. f Uid. p, 11. 
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pam of the wotk, brought agunft the Advocatei for the Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade in France, and which the jetton 
of that trafEck in England, are defiroiis of transferring at this 
Ciitical janftuTC, to the friends of that important meafure here. 
The prelude of the Remonlb-ants is fhiking, their accola- 
tion is boldly made. The punilhments due to the authon of 
fuch outrages will be willingly conceded. However they may 
diigiUfe from the world, or from themfdves, their real motives, 
under the maik of philanthropy, they cannot efcape the indig- 
nation of their countrymen ; and the treachery of the meant 
thev employ, fairly marks out the criminality of the end at 
which they aim. 

One thing only is wanting to charge with this criminalty 
the Jmii Jtt Nffirt, and this the Remonftrance does not fupplj* — 
" the proof that they have adopted that courfe of condn« im- 
puted to them by the Colonifts." This defcft cannot be com- 
penfated, cither by the atrocity of the crime, or the virulence 
and audacity of the accufation. 

Had the Society in France been the canfe of the diforders 
in the Colonies, where was the difficulty, where the impro- 
priety, of laying the proofs of it before the AlTembly and the 
World ? Was it neceflary to keep any terms with men, who 
had fhewn that they had aimed at nothing lefs than the extir- 
pation of the Colonies } Certain, however, it is, that all we 
can colleA on this head from the publication in qoeftion, in- 
ftead of attaching the imputation on the focietyi evidently 
proves, that the Sforders " had a dijerent caufe," — A caufe, 
which it is as evident the Remonftrants did not dare to avow. 

Slight, however, as thcfc pretended indications of guilt may 
appear, they ought not to pafs unnoticed, They bear with 
them their own refutation. Like the g;ianu that warred againft 
heaven, every Hone thrown by thefe champions of oppreflion, 
feemi dcftined to return with double weight upon their own 
heads: 

The Society, fay the Deputies, •' • take hold of the Decla- 
ration of the Rights of Man : this immortal work itne/ieial f 
tnlighlenid mtM, but inapplicable, and therefore dangerous to 
our regulations, they fend with profufion into our own Coloniei. 
The journals in their pay, or under their influence, give this 
declaration vent in the midft of our gangs. The writings of 
the Amis des Noi as, openly announce, that the freedom of 
the Negroes it proclaimed by the Declaration of Rights." 

Mifcrable cffefts of injufhce, rapacity, and oppreflion ! In 
the evidence of tbdr own freedom, ijic ColoniAs of St. Do- 
mingo read their own condemoation. That aflcrtion of the 
imiverial 
* fvticiltr Amoopi, f. u. 
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feneral as day'light, was in the wretched illands of America^ 
eftined to give a candle-like light in the relidence of the 
Planter, whild the poor and delUtute Negro was to fit in 

iaikneii in bit hut. 

The declaration of the Rights of Man, was it feems, feni 
with pro^llon into the Colonies, but the declaration of the 
Rights of Man, was not the work of the ji/Kii dti NJri ; 
whatever might be its eSefts, they were not therefore anfwer- 
able for its conlequences. As a conlliiuent part of the domi- 
nions of Framti, the laws of Frenehmtn were properly trmf- 
mitted to St. Domingo. Biit it appears from no evidence, 
but the alTertions of the deputies, that the /Imii dit Noirt were 
more aflive than others in fumtOung the illand with a. work, 
which the Colonifts in the fame breath, execralc and applaud) 
which they regard as the charter of their own tihcrly, and the 
caufe of all their diftreffci. 

But again, the writings of the Jmh Jei Ntirs, it is faid, 
openly announce, " that the freedom of the Negroes is pro- 
claimed by the Declaration of Rights." If the.^»HV liei hoirt 
have made fo infipid a comment, they have miferably mifpenc 
their time. Is it neceflary to prove, that the fun fliines when 
the dial marks the hour? If all men be born equally free, 
let the ColoniiU prove the Negroes are not men, and the dif- 

ete will fettle itfelf. Is the voice of nature and of truth to 
for ever filent, becaufe the Coloniils choofe to hold in fub- 
jeflion fome unfortunate natives of Africa ? 

Such however, are the proofs, and fuch their auchentirity, 
in)on which the accufations againll the focicty are founded. 
'Fhis defed is attempted to be remedied, by adverting lo (oKX 
cxpteffions, which in the many, and violent debates that have 
agitated the National Afferably on this fubjctt, have marked 
the virtuous indignation of its members — " • Perilli ihe Colo- 
nies rather than we Ihould betray our principles," faid one of 
the Reprefentatives. " Fcrifh the Colonics," became indeed. 
" -)■ the lignal of blood and conflagration," but not amongft 
the Negroes— it was the Planters, who fevered jhefe words 
from their context, and made them the apology of their own 
CDormities. " Be juft, and eat grafs ;" laid the Abbe Gre- 
goiie. " We choofe rather to be unjolt and live in luxury," 
the Cobnllls reply. 

Ilbaa 

• x With indcccot iffeaMion ihcv hirr dircd <e rci-rnicb n h\znA af 
Itaminiiy, wi li hiving fiid, " Hcrilh the Colonifs ii:iia Umw a principle 
tkould ot furificcd ;" iiid ih<y dart ihcmldvcs lo Uy, •' I'vriln liw 
ColoniM ruhtr ihao »« Ihoald piai to iht PcobU- of Calout ihe r ghcs of 
•aire ejntent." Sftttb of M. Guskl, iihD-..: i;ji, 

f Pirticulu Acconal, g. >j, 
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I (haH not detain my reader by a. longer review of thefe 
mfounded calumnies, 1 haAen to a more important talk, that 
of tracing the dillurbanccs of St. Domingo to their origin, ?nd 

purfuing their progrefs. If developed with truth, they will be 
the maft e/Feiflua! anfiver to the accufations of the Dcputic», 
Let me, however, ficft be allowed to render move fpecific, an 
aiTenion I liave before made. It is to the white Coloniftt 
slone, we are to attnbute the misfortunes of the Colonies. 
" • You have heard of enormities that freeze you with horror! 
but Phalaris fpoke not of hii brazen bull, he lamented only the 
daggers that his own cruelty had raifed againft him. The 
Colonilh have related inftances of ferocity ; but give me, faid 
Mirabeau, an uninformed brute, and I will Ibon make him S 
ferocious monfter. — It was a White who firft plunged a Negro 
into a burning oven, — who daOted out the brains of a child in 
the prcfence of its father ; — who fed a Slave with his own pio- ' 
per flcfli — Thefe arc the monfters th.it have to account for 
the barbarity of the revolted Savages. — Millions of Africans, 
hivc pcri.hed on this foil of blood. — You break at every ftcp 
the bones of the inhabitants that nature had given to theft 
idands, and you Ihudder at the relation of their vengeance.— 
lii this dreadful ftruggle, the crimes of the Whites are yet the 
moll horrible : They are the oifspring of defpotifm ; whilft thofe 
of the Blacks, originate in the hatred of Slavery— the tliirit of 
vengeance. Is philofophy chargeable with thefe horrors i 
Does (lie require the blood of the Colonills ? Brethren, (he 
cries, be juft — be beneficent — and you will profper. — Eternal 
flavery, mult be an eternal fource of crimes ;— divelt it at teaJl 
of the epithet eternal ; for angui(h that knows no bound can 
only produce defpair." 

It is well known, that a large portion of the Proprietors or 
Plauttrs of StrDomingo confift of free People of Colour, or 
dioll- who have forae mixture of African blood. — This defcrip- 
lion comprehends every ihade of complexion, from the flighieft 
tinge of colour, to the original hue of 'the native African. 
Though many of this clafs of inhabitants are as diftinguifhcd 
by iheir wealth, as for their talents and integrity, the invidious 
dillini^ion has alvvays been religioufly adhered to. The White 
Colonills excluded them from their fociat circles, from their 
ademblies, from their municipal funSions ; and continually 
held them in a kind of profcription. 

The e&K&s of this arrogance, were not, however, injuiiou» 
to the People of Colour. Lnfulted by their countrymen, they 
Ibund the means of ^ndering themfeives refpefUUe in the eyes 
of their European correfpoodents. ' Thsy were as remarkable 

for 

• S|H:ccherM. BrilTst, in the Natioail AITeuibly, ill pcccmber, 1791. 
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for their indallry and their punftuality, as the W|ute,PIanten (br 
their indolence and extravagance. In cafes of internal infur- 
refUons, or externa! attack, they were regarded as the fole 
barrier of the iiland.— " • The White Cotonill," fays' Mr.' 
Blanchelande, " cannot march without the attendance of his ' 
cooks i he is unfit for a continual fervice : but the Man of 
Colour, bare footed, robuft and temperate, fupports without 
difiicnlty the hardships and fatigues of war." 

In the contemplation of the French laws, the People of 
Colour had long flood uijon an equality with the White pro- 
prietors. — By an edift of Lewis XIV. in the year i68j, this 
equality was acknowledged and conHrmed. Such was the 
Situation of the Colonifls at the time of the French Revolution. 
*' f At this epocha," fays Mr. Bergeras, " the White Colonifts 
advanced rapidly in the career of freedom ; but the People of 
Colour trod back their fieps towards flavery-" 

The fituation of the French Colonies, early attracted the 
attention of the ConRituenc AHembly. At this time all was 
tranquil ; at lead as tranquil as fuch a Hate of opprelTion will 
permit. Political health can only be attributed to a country 
with a free conlUtution. The lituation of the iHands is that of 
a paralytic : one part is torpid, whillt the other is oSeAed 
*ith the frantii motions of St, Vitus's dance. 

The firft interference of the National Afiembly in the affairs 
of the Colonies, was by a decree of the 8th of Mr.rdi 1790, 
which declared " J that all free perfons, who were proprietor* 
and refidents of two years (landing, and who contvibLited to the 
exigeucies of the fute, (hould exercife.the rights of voting 
wh:ch conflitate the quality of French citizens." 

This decree, though in fact it gave no new rights to the 
People of Colour, was regarded with a jealous eye by the 
White Planters ; who evidently faw that the generality of the 
(qualification included all dcfcriptions of proprietors. Thejr 
affcfted, however, to impofe a diiFercnt conliruftion upon it. 
The People of Colour appealed to common jufticc and com- 
mon fenfe : || it was to no purpofc. The Whites repelled 
» , them 

• Lntcr of M. BUochiUnde, Kid in ihe Nallonil ADimbly, Jinujiy 
I7ih, 1791. 

f Spfcchof M.Bergenii, inlheNiiimi»l Affcmblv-, 7ih Dsr. 1701. 

•ontiibuable, jouiia du droit de luffrigc (jui conftiimc U quiliic Ji Ciioycn 
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Aem from their A/fcmblies. Some commoiiont erfued, irt 
which they mutually fell a Tacrifice to their pride, and their 
lefentment. The Jmit des Hairs have not been accufcd of any; 
interference in thefe difleniions, to which it ii however probable 
that the Haves were not inattentive. 

Thefe diliurbancea again excited the vigilance of the Nation- 
al Aflembly. The neceffity of fome definitive arrangement 
was apparent; but the difficulty and danger of too violent an 
interference was not lefs fo. In order however to relieve tho 
Colonilts from any apprehenfions that the French Conftitution 
was intended to be enforced in the lOands, fo as to liberate or 
meliorate flie condition of the Haves, a decree was paflcd an 
the 1 2th day of October 1790, by which the Aflembly declared* 
as a conftiiutional article, " That they would ellabliih no regu- 
lations reTpe^ng the internal government of the Colonies^ 
without the precife and formal requcft of the Colonial 
Aflemblies." 

By this decree the Conftituent Aflembly not only dif- 
tbled themfclves from exercifing any future difc^etion oif 
the condition of the Jiaves ; but, as far as in their powei* 
tied up the hands of their fucceffors from aiibrding relief 
to that devoted race, or refcuing them from any tyranny 
that might be exerciied over them. They were delivered 
over to their mafters, who were at once their accufers, 
their judges, and their executioners ; accountable for their mif- 
conduA CO no human power. So far from oppofin^ the aims, 
or fettering the authority of the Colonics, the Aflemtly became 
their accomplice in oppreffion, and fent armies of freemen to 
maintain the reign of defpotifm. All was in the poWer of the 
Colonifts ; and if they had only maintained unanimity among 
themfelves, the blood of the negroes might have cried to heaven/ 
but France had for ever ftmt her eyes to their fufferings, and 
fiopt her ears to their lamentations. 

i'cace was not, however, the confequence of this decree. 
The proprietors, it is true, had obtained a legal nght of tyran- 
nizing ; but the unfortunate queition Aill recurred, " Who 
fhould be permitted to excercife that right i" On this head the 
decree was fJent. New diflentious arofe: eacli of the parties 
covered under a faAious patriotlGn the moil atrocious defigns. " 
AITafiination and revolt became frequent. Mauduii, a French 
officer of rank, loft his life by the hands of his own countrymen^ 
The unfociunate Oge, a Planter of Colour, who had exerted 
himfelf in France in the caufe of his brethren, refolved (o fup- 
port by force their juft pretenfions. He landed in the Spanilb 
territory of St, Domingo, where he affembled about 600 mulat- 
toes. Before he proceeded to holliUltei, he. wrote M the 
French 
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French general, thathU defire was for peace, provided Ac laws 
were enforced. His letter was abfurdly cDnfidered as a decla- 
ration of war. Being attacked and vanquifhed he took refuge 
amongll the Spaniards, who delivered him up to his adverfartes. 
• The horrors of his death were the harbingers of future crimes. 

Thefe dillurbances Hill increaling, the National Afletnbly 
■found it necelTary, at length, to decide between the contending 
parties. A long and violent debate took place, in which feveral 
members who had on other occafions diftinguifhed themfelves hy 
their talents, and their patriotifm, oppofed with a degree of 
warmth as pertinacioos as it was inconfilient, the pretenlions of 
the People of Colour. Their refiftance was, however, unfuC' 
cefsful. On the 15th of May, 1 791, a decree was made, con- 
filling of two articles, by the lirft of which the AlTembly con-_ 
inoed that of the izthofOftober, fo far as refpecled the flavci 
in their iiiands. It is true .that the word /s'vt was cautioully 
qmilted in this document, and they arc only charaflerized by 
the negative defcription of " men not free," as if right and 
VrODg depended on a play of wordi, or a mode of expiefGon. 

Thi; part of the decree met with but little oppofition, though 
it pail not without fevere rcprehenfion from a few enlightened 
ipembers. The fecond article refpedUng the People of Colour 
was ftrongly contelled. Thofe who were before known by 
the appellation of Patriots divided upon it. It was, however, 
determined in the refult, that the People of Colour "born of 
free parents" fhould be considered as aftive citizens and bis 
eligible to the ofHces of government in the illands. 

This Second Article which decided upon a right that the 
People of Colour had been entitled to, for upwards of a ceh- 
tjiryt, inftead of rcftoring peace,' may be coufidered as the 
caiife, or rather the pretext ; of all the fubfequent evils that 
the colony of ^t. Pomingo has fu^ained. They arofe not 
indeed from its execution, but from its counteraftton by the 
White Cobnills- Had. they, aftertheawfid warnings they had 
already experienced, obeyed the ordinances of an alTembly 
they pretended to revere ; had they imbibed o^.; drop of the 
true fpirit of that ^onftitution to which they had vowed an 
itviolabtc attachment i had they even fupprelied ttie di'l^tes of 
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pride in ike fuggeftions of prudence ; the ilorm that tTireateneJ 
them had been averted, and in their obedience to the parent 
ftatc, they had dirplayed an a^ of patriotifm, and preferved 
themrelves from all poflibility of danger. 

Bnt the equalization of the People of Colour ftung the irri- 
table nerves of the White Colonifts. The defcendants of 
Oaves mi^hlhave loft the reftntment? of their fathers ; but the 
hatred of a defpot is hereditary. , The European ma;citn allowi 
*' That they ne'er pardon who have done the wrong " ; but in 
the colonies this perverfiCy attains a more monftrtius growth, 
a.nd the averfion to African blood defcends from generation tt> 
generation. No foonerhad the decree pafled, than the deputiei 
ftom the idands to the National AffemUy withdrew their atten- 
dance. The Colonial Committee, always under the influence 
of the planters, fufpcnded their laboun. Its arrival in the 
idand ftruclt the Whites with confternation. 'They vowed to 
Sacrifice their lives rather than fuffisr the execution of the 
decree. Their rage bordered npon phrenzy. They propofcd 
to imprifon the French merchants then in the ifland, to tear 
down the National Flag, and hoift the Britiih Standard in its 
place. Whilft the joy of the Mulattoes was mingled with 
apprehenfions and with fears, St. Domingo re-echoed with the 
cries of the Whites, with their menaces, with their blafphcmies 
againU the conftiturion, A motion was made in the ftreeti to 
iire upon the People of Colour, who fled from the city and took 
reftige in the plantations of their friends, and in the woods. 
They were at length recalled by a proclamation ; but it wai 
only to fwear fubordination to the Whites, and to be witnefles 
of frefh enormities. Amidft thefe agitations the Slaves had re- 
mained in their accuftomcd fubordtnation. Nor was it pll the 
month of Aaguft, i/gi, that the fymptoms of the infurreftion 
appeared amongft them. If the notoriety of this faft re- 
(juire any evidence, it may be found in the Report of the 
Colonial Committee, in the letters of Mr. Blanchelandef, in 
the rpeeches of the memiiers of the aflembly, in die publication 
which 

• VIdF 1';t>(rs of M. Blinijh'iUndc^retd before [he AfTembly, xid of 
A"E""> ''9'- 

AdJr<rs oC ihc Syiidkki >f ihc Chamber of Coniiiierce of Rouen, mi 
thf 7ih ol'Se,>iciiiixr, i;ui. 

Sprrch of M. BrilTot, ifi of Decimber. 1 791, 

-f- Thelcitrr, diled the 4ih nf SrpipmbFr, 1741, from Mr. Ijlanchelinde 
thill Jcfcribri ihr ommf.nfcmeM of ihe Inliirreaion. 

On the lid ol Aug>'.l) the Co1an[sl AfTcrablv rcqurfled my prefenceit 
the M»mir«ionof fcvcnl pcrfons, as well W'hitci »s Blacki, who hid 
b-rn apjirehrrdcii bj the patrole. f wm couiiniril from ihcij- itcpofition* 
ilijt I tonf|>;tacy wi5 formrd agiinfl the C"lony, and pirticulirly igiinft 
theC'ap?. I leaiiied ihiioii ihcnighl of theramedav. It wiiinicinlcd to' 
biiialev(raUvreUbiIsiiea[theCi(ie, ludtonuQiureill the Wtuut. On 
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«ftikh is the Ibbjed of thde remaHcs. A ConltderaUe nmnber 
both of WMtes and People of Colour had loft their lives in 
^(e commociatu before the flavei had g;ivcn indications of 
. difaff«ftion — They were not, however, infenfiblc of the oppor- 
taniea of rerolt aJforded by the dilTentions of their mailers* 
They had leamt " that no alJeriation of their miferies was ever 
to be expefled from Europe "; that in the ilruggle for Colonial 
Dominion their humble intcrefta had been equally facrificed or 
forgotten by all parties. They felt their curb related by the 
diftrmlng and dirperfion of their Mulatto mailers, who had been 
accuftomcd to keep them under rigorous difcipUne, Hopelefs 
of relief frt)m any quarter, they rofe in different parts and 
fpread defolation over the iHand. If the cold cruelties of def- 
potifro have no bounds, what fiiali b; expcfted from the 
paioxifms of dcfpair ? 

To this crifis our prefent Inquiry is particularly direfled, nor 
pnght it to pafs over with an ntifupported aiTertion, or a proba- 
ble fuppo£tion. The coufe of the infurreAion has been agitated 
jo the National Aflembly, long sfter the p?efentation of the 
Addrefa of the Deputies. In the courfe of the debate, it was 
aflerted, without conCradiftion, that all the Mulattoes, except 
tkofe in the fouthern parts were difarmcd by the White), and 
that the Negroes had revolted • " becaufe thofe who had been 
^ccaftomed to coerce theili were incapacitated. It is extraordi- 
nary, faid the Orator, that the Slaves (hould revolt when they 
find the Mulattoes difarmed ; when they fee them compelled to 
qak the Cape, or be expofed to the mod horrible punifluncnts "t 
pveo the CotoniaJ Commmittee, though ever attentive to the 
reprefcntationsof the Whites were unable to difcovcr any Other 
fade of Che infurre^on, After all the accufations of the 
Colonilb, as well in fhe Addrefs now under confideration, as in 
other intemperate pieces, they ackndwiedged that no proof had 
beeft adthiced to them of the interference of the Society of the 
Jmii Ai Neiri. Tie ffhilt dhn.fts, fay they, in their Report 
efthe iithof JanKafy laft, "have complained of the calumnies 
and cntnfges that appear in the writings of the Amli dts Noirs, 
It is difficult to calculate whsc has been their moral influence ; 
bat hhberto there is no evidence that the Amii t/ti h'oiri have 
pckited thefe troubles, and we have found a{l the accufations 
figainA them totally unfupported by proof." 

Before 

tbeillorAint^oFlhe 13d fe«r«l perrons from the country took refuge in 
tlwcown. Tltcy brought intoTmaiion th^t m>n; of the BUck Iibounci 
AMlKrolK^ indthn rainy Whites hid been put to denh. 

KeadNDTamberSlb, 17911 

* Sfccdi of Mr. BrilTat, 17th of Oftober, 1791. 
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Berore we proceed with our narradre, let a> be pcfmitEed a 
reHsAian on tKe comparative ftate of the inhabitants of St. 
Domingo, at the lime the iafurrcaion took place. The White 
Colonifls had juH recovered their liberties, and were called 
upon to exercife the highelt political rights, and prefcribe for 
themfelves their own conftitucion. The Slaves had been re- 
fined up to their unUmited controul ; all that defpotifin can 
wtlh toT they enjoyed : paramount and uncontroulable them- 
felves, they exercifed uncontrouled and undefined authority 
over others One only circumllance embittered their enjoy- 
ment of 3 power fa gratifying to the perverted tafte of man. 
They were required to (h.ire it with others, who, thoagh 
equally free with chemfelves, equallv competent to the exerctie 
of it, and equally interefled in its rcfult, were unfortunately 
dil^inguilhedby a d life rent (hade of colour. Jealoufy is infepa- 
jable from the lull of power, and a natural diftinfUon fervcti at 
a plea for reftrifling all authority to the bands of a few. The 
People of Colour remonilratcd againft this injallice. 7 hey 
reprefented the dangerous confequences that might arife not 
only to themfelvcs but to the ifland, if they were degraded in . 
the eyes of iheir deoendants, and compelled to contribute to 
the fupport of a government in which they were as paJlive at 
their Slaves, The decree of the ijthof May jqttiiied andcon- 
£rmed their pretentions. But the hard gripe of Injuflice relaxes 
not without force; and the White Planters avowed their 
rcfolution to fuSer eyery extremity rather than fubmit to x 
meafure that was indifpenfibly nece&aiy not only to their own 
profperity, but even to their own prefervattpn. 

If fuch paiTions can agitate the human boliMti, when required , 
to ihare with others that power to nhich they have an equal 
right; if the People of Colour in afferting their claim to x 
feat in the Colonial AITembly, felt an impulfe that fet danger 
at defiance, and cheerfully encountered death, even in its moft 
horrid forms; what ftiall we conceive were the feelings of the 
Negroes i The claims of the People of Colour had been recog- 
nized by the Parent CoLntry; but the Negroes had been 
formally configned over to the will of their Maftcrs, without 
one Itipulation in their favour. Political fubordination, how- 
ever hateful CO a liberal mind, is as bright as day whencoupat- 
ed with the dark and hopelefs bondage of the Negro : « 
bondage that combines the pangi of inteileftual mifery, with 
the fuSerlngs of a brute. Under thefe circmnlUnces was it 
ncceflary for the jfmii dn Ncin to infonp the Negroes that 
they were an unhappy and an injured race ? It \s. taae fuppof- ■ 
ed they were unacquainted with the caufes of contentiOH 
atttongfl the PUnten i And is noc the lore of freedom contagi-. 
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bus i When they Taw men whofe wealth not onlj' exempted 
them from perfonal labour, but fupplied t|iem with all the 
blandinimcncs of luxury, contend at the peril of their lives for 
a (bare in the government of the ifland, could they turn with 
indifference to the contemplauon of their own numbers, and 
their own oppreffions f It was not then ihe voice of .'the 
jfmii dti N'iri, it viaa the IrrefilUbic call of Nature thai excited 
the Infurreflion : the former would have Toothed them to peace, - 
the btter hurried them blindly on to inevitable deftruftion. 

In ii3 commencement, this infurre^on was however by no 
means formidable ; and the General Blanchtlande has been 
accufed in the National Affembly of pufillanimouHy entrench- 
ing himfelf in a town already fortified, when he IhouM have 
led out his troops to fupprefs the revolt. "Whoever, fays 
Mr. BriJTot, advifed him to this mcafure, has occafioned ibe 
ruin of the Colony." There is indeed little doubt but 'a 
vigorous exertion would foon have exiinguiflied' iht flairic. 
Even when the number of infurgents ^mounted to 5o,cido, and 
they bad formed themfelvcs into two bodies, an engagement of 
anhour dellroyed the camp of one, and the other was cotall/ 
difperfed by the difcharge of a few pieces of cannon. 

Avbiding the repetition of the difgufting barbaritiel alter- 
nately ex-tci/ed by the contending parties, let us inooire what 
clFeA the infurreftion of the Slaves had upon thtf diilentions of 
the Planters which had given rife to them. The White Party 
foon difcoverpd, that although they could legifiate without th« 
afliltance of the feople of Colour, they could not prcferve the 
iiland from deilruAion without them ; and they at length bowed 
their ftubbom necks under the irrefiflible weight of their com- 
mon danger. In thus calling for alUftance upon thofc whom 
they had injured, and infulied b^ every means in their powers 
they Ihrunk from that arrogant inflexibility of charader which 
was expelled from them, Amongft the conjeftures that ioolc 
place in Prance when information of the Revolt was firft 
received there, we may notice that of the Reporter of the Colo- 
nial Committee." " Believe not, fays he, that the White Creole 
will ever unite in the common caufe with the Maii of Colour* 
although they are both proprietors, and have both the fame 
inierefts to defend. Even the imperious yoke of NeccOity wiQ 
bend under the odious prejudices againfi his origin." — " No- 
thing can efface the unjuft dilUnilioni which keep him at lo 
Infinite a didance, that the White ivould with lefs horror hear 
his enemies accuft him of a crimd, than aficrt that a d,-op of 
African blood circulates in his veins. £ucK a riiproach is 
Confidcred 
* RcpondftlleCaldaitlCenuiiiiieei i^thOdobcr, 1731, 
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Confidered u the moft. Autrageous infult. He tranfinits htl 
vengeance to his pollerity,and hence originates that unquench- 
able hatred which is happily known only in thcfc climatej, in 
which the foftelt paflions arile to an txctCi of Phrcisy " The 
Reporter was, however, miflaken. Fear operates more forcibly 
- than hatred, even in the bread of a Creole. On the 25th of 
Augull the Colonial Aflembly condefcended to invite the 
People of Cotoar to unite with. them for the cominoD defence. 
On the 2d, 3d, and 4Ch of September, they deliberated on the 

Jueftion of admitting them to their rights. The People of 
olour in the mean tune had armed for their defence, but had 
kept aloof both from the Whites and the Negroes. On the 
1 tth of September, a convention toolc place, which prodoced 
the agreement called the CtneorJal, by which the White Planters 
fiipukted that they would no longer oppofe the law of the 1 5di 
of May, which gave political rights to the People of Colour, 
The Colonial Affcmbly even promifed to meliorate the fitaa- 
lionof the People of Colour, • iom cfpareilr aHfrii, and to 
whom the decree of the ijth of May did not extend. An 
union was formed between the Planters, which, if it had fooner 
taken place, had prevented the Infurre^on. The Infurgeots 
were every where difpirited, repulfed, and difpcrfed ; ana the 
Colony itlclf preferred from total dcftruftion. 

At the moment thefe tranfa^tions happened at St. Domingo, 
U) important fcene was afting in the National AITembly of 
France. From the time of palling the decree of the 1 ;di of 
May, the White Colonics in France, and their nomcroua 
'Friends in the National AfTembly, had never ceafed to accnfe 
the authors of it of having confpired together for the ruin of the 
"C<Jonies. In execrating its purport, and predifting its confe- 
, quences, they had inflaiAed the minds of the reiident Whites 
10 the higheft tjltch of rage. The true Incendiaries of St. 
I)omitigo are to be difcovei^ amonglt the Colonifts who, im- 
mediatdy after the decreeofthe'ijch of May. failed for that 
Ifland to frullrate its publication, and oppofe its execution. 
The AITembly had been weak enough to entruft the Colonial 
Committee with expediting the decree. In that Committee 
the apollate patriot iiarnave had unlimited authority. The 
confequence was, that the lird publication of the decree at St. 
Domingo appeared in the French newfpaper called Tht Meniitr. 
The inftrudlions intended' to accompany it, were intentionally 
delayed till their effefl \i3.\ totally fruftratcd. Before the 
decree arrived, all was prepared for its reception, and the re- , 
lull was fuch as has bfefore btCn' Hated. So far the White 
Colonilb bad fucceeded in their aims. The prediSed dif- 
fention* 
* Sec DrirMaf tbcCelonuI ASinbly, *jth 5ri>la 1791. 
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IhitiOu bcMrcen dtem and the People of Cobur had taken 
pUcei a.iui an that now reauined was to charge the decree of 
tbe i^th of May at the caofe of that roUchief, which the 
Whites. had themfelves voIuDtarily occalioned. B^mave and 
his adherents were indefatigable In their exertions, and almoA 
in tbe very moment when the juftice and nece^ty of the decree 
of the 15 Ui of May had been acknowledged by the Cmrn-^a/, 
the repeal of it was pronounced in the National AlTembly. By 
the decree of the 24th of the fame month of September, the 
People of Colour were virtually excluded from all right of 
Colonial Legiflation, and exprefsly placed in the power of the 
White Colonifls,* On this dilgraceful meafure it is only to 
be renJarked, that it was as defective in point of leeal autho- 
''~" as it was in abllrafl jnftice. Por although it is denomina* 
I Confiitutiimal ^J,f it was paiTed fifteen days after the 

V code had been prefented to and accepted by the King, and 
*as the firft infringement of a fyftem of govenunent, which the 
fotinders at leaH ought to have held facred. 

If the decreeof the i;thof May cDutd infligate the White 
Colonifls to the frantic afls of violence beAire defcribed, what 
fliall we fuppofe were the feelings of the People of Colour on 
that of the z^th of September, which again blafted ihofe hopes 
they had julUy founded on the conftitutional law of the Parent 
State, and the folemn ratijicatlon of tbe White Colonifts i Na 
fooner was it known in the Iflands than thofe dlilentions whick 
the ft evolt of the Negroes had for a while appcafed, broke out 
with frefh violence. The appreheufiona entertained from the 
(laves bad been allayed by the efe£ts of the Caaeanfa: ; but the 
Whites no fooner found themfelves relieved from the terrors of 
immediate deflrujtion, than they availed themfelves of the de- 
cree of the z^th of September ; they fonnally revoked the 
Cancoriiat, and treacheroully refufed to comply with an engage- 
ment to which they owed their very exigence. The People 
of Colour were in arms j they attacked the Whites in the Sou- 
thern Provinces ; they polTelied themfelves of Fort St. Loujs, 
and defeated their opponents in fevend engagements. A 
powerful body furroundcd Port-au-Prince, the capital of the 
Ifland, and claimed the execution of the CetictrJat.X At three 
difierent 
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dtfferenf taais ijid the Whites aflent to the requiTiuoiit itii U ■ 
often broke their cn^gement. Gratified With the predilec* 
don for Ariliocracy which the Confticuent AfTembly t^ in its 
dotage avowed, they ailefled [he appellation of Patriots, snd 
had -the addrefs to transfer the' popular odium to the People o^ 
Colour, who were contending for their indifputable righu, ani 
to the White Colonics who had virhie enough to cfpoufe their 
cauTe. Under this pretext, the municipality of Port-an-Prince 
required M. Grimoard, the captain of the Boreai, a Frencli 
line of battle fhip, to bring his gm? to bear upen/ and to 
cannonade the People of Colour* alTembled near the town : he 
at firft refuftjd, but the crew deluded by the cry of PatriotiTm, 
enforced his compliance. No fooner was this meafure adopted 
thdn thf People of Colour gave a loofe to their indignatton j 
they fpread over the country, and fct fire indifcrintinately to 
all the plantations ; the greatell part of the town of Port-au- 
j^rince foon afterwards Ihared the fame hXc, Nothing feemed 
to remain for the White Inhabitants but lo fcek their fafeiy in- 
quitting the Colony, 

In the Northern Parts the People of Colour adopted a more 
magnanimous and perhaps a more prudent condud,|| " They 
began, fays Mr. Vemlaud, by offering their blood to the 
Whites; We (hall wait, faid thej', till, we have faved you, 
before we aflert our own claims." They accordingly oppofed 
themfelves to the revolted Negroes with unexampled courage. 
They endeavoured tofoothethcm by attending to their reafon- 
aUerequifitions.f and if the Colony of St. Domingo be pre- 
ferved to the French nation, it will be by the exertions of the 
People of Colour, 

After this recital of authentic and indifputable fsAt, is it 
difiicult to trace the caufcs of the Infurrc^on ? Is it to the 
jfmii del Nairi — to the Society for abolilliing the Slave Trade, 
that they are to be imputed .' Tlie fentimcnts of Mr. Briflbt are 
thofe of all the ttue friends of the Negtoea :( " i diallenge, 
faid he, the authors of thcfe Ciilumniea to fpecify a £ngle faA 
agair.fl the Amii det Neiri. I wiil bow down my head on the 
fcafToId, if it be proved that I have written afmgle line to the 
Colonics, or have fupported any relation or corrcTpondence 

• Rnori sf the Coloniit Caiiuiimar,ii)iL Feb. 179^ 
II SpKthofMt.VcroLiud, ilt D.winlwf, i;9i 
f Dim la province du NurJ it, Hui 
etui de ^uelquej piroiffei, fi- iuiit csmhi-. 
toujoun iltic IbntriniiRlTci JucurolMtiri 
_ laplui ■ -" .- . - 
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^ith them whatever. I wifh the fitaation of the NegKies 
fnitigated, but net at the expenfe of die blood of my brethren. 
] Ihould beunwonhy of the libeny I enjoy, if I could advife 
K fingle Negro to rife upon hU Mailer ; and k ii deteftable 
Jthat they who know my prificiples and thofe of M. M. Pction, ' 
Koberifpierre, GregoirCj Glaviere, Condorcet, Ihould be the 
Authors of fuch accufations" In proportion as the fources of 
thufe calamities have been more ditlinAly traced, the White 
ColonilU have feit the convictions of truth, and their advocates , 
have baen reluClantly compelled to acknowledge it. On lh« 
loth of February, 1791, a letter was read in the Nation^ 
AlFirmbly, from Mr, Foymonbrun, a CoIoniA of St. Domingo, 
in whkh he attributes the trouUes to " the pride of fome of 
the Whites, who refufed to admit the Men tf Colour to the 
rights of a£live Citizens." In the Repoit of the Colonist! 
Conunitiee of the 12th of the fame monui, they fay, "With- 
out doubt the Colonifts are cot exempt from all reproach ; but 
becaufe fome individuals are culpable, muft the whole popula- 
tion be facrificed? S^iould even that culpability aAeA ih» 
Mejtrity, they mull jnterell ui even by their misfortnoes, an4 
call upon us for ^ moment to forget (heir errors and their 
crimes." May their diClrelTes be alleviated i and may thev 
learn humanity ftom their fuiFerings \ 

By the latejl accounts from St. Domingo it appears the 
apprehenfions from the Negroes have ceafed ; but that the in- 
veterate prejudices of the Planters, and the effefts of a culpa- 
ble dereliflion of principle in the Conltituent AfTembly, ftill 
continues to agitate i;. ' The difafter^ of St. Domingo, fays 
M. Tarbe, {The Reporter for the Colonies) * have now their 
principal caufe in the mifunderllanding between the Whites 
andthe Mulactoes." " Iti the Northern Parts, adds he, thv 
M^en of Colouf have joined the Whites, and the Negroes are 
nthcr reduced or rendered inf:apab]e of further milchief. In 
the Wejiem Provinces npt a Negro is in rebellion, but the 
Men of Colour have poireiTed themlelves of many diJlri^, and 
eccu{)y the plains. The So^mern Part* arc in the fame 
iiluaiion : the Negroes are at peace, but the People of Colour 
exercife the greatell enormities, -f- In one word, adds hCt 
throughout all the Colony nothing is to Ik apprehended from 
the Negroes ; rvity ihiag, froo) me mifunder^anding b^ween 
tfie White* xaA the People of Colour." 

fi 3 Sucl) 

" Bt[iort, 19th Febru»ry, I79r. 
■(■ En an nw, dim laute li Coloair, il n'y troit plus rien 1 criindrc del 
|f|[«k^ 1 l9iit de 1> iiij.'£ulcltigcni:c cdiig 1» blanci et let gent dc couBcurt 
Rffon, tgih Feb. i;j;( 
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Such is the prefent fltuation of this Colony : a prejr to the 
|tride and to the prejuJicea of the wlute proprietors, not to the 
violence of the revoked Negroes., Whilft the fears ariring 
from the latter, arc, it appears, totally albyed, the former are 
ftiU exerting every nerve to effeft a porpofe that can only end 
' In their own ruin, ChalUzed, but not improved, in the fchool 
of misfortune, they now meditate a new outrage, and call upon 
the parent flaie to invalidate the Cbkc rdal, and to eltablifh by 
force the pretended decree of the 24th of September. .Shall 
then the advocates of peace, irrationally accMfed of the moll 
atrocious deiigns, flirink from the queftion lb infolently put ts 
them by the Deputies of the Colonies, through the medium 
of the National Aifembly f or Ihatl they not anfwcr with the 
conviflion of truth — Yes, miflafcen men. " ' It ii jaa who 
have placed fire and Avord in the hand: of your Negroes. Ji 11 
yett that have lighted the lorch that has defttxjyed your plania- 
tions. /( it jB-i that have fharpened the daggers that have 
aiTaffioaCed your brethren and your friends, ji U y.a that have 
prompted the brutal pafllons cif which jour fcmak-s have been 
ihe haplefs vifUms : who have kindled in your country the 
volcano which has already covered it with afhes, and wiQ per- 
haps reduce it to nothing," 

If, however, no concluffons can be dra-.vn from the htftory of 
thefe diforders, either toimpeacli the promoters of the Aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade, or to deter the Britifti Parliament 
from <laiiy confidering, and fully deciding on that important 
meafure ; it will afibrd inftruflion of a diJlerent nature, Nou- 
, riihedin inveterate, and it will be fea'cd, irremediable preju- 
dices, it may (he^v us, that the Colonills ate not the befl 
judges even of thcj.r own interefts : it m^ apprife us of the 
dangers of facrilicing general principt.;* of fubllantial juftiie, 
to variable and temporizing expedients : it may demonllrafe 
to us, that the prsfcrvation of cur own iflands, from dniilar 
difallers, depends on the eaily adoption of mearurcs, that 
whvhl they ate vigorous and decifive, arejuft, c<jn cilia tory, 
and humane ; and in3.y caution us, that where we choqle not 
to impart the beamings of hope, we excite not the ragln^t 
efdefpair. 

• Finicuhr Aceoun of.ihc InfurrrfVior, f, 26. 
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OBSERVATIONS 
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INSURRECTION* 
NEGROES 

ISLAND OF St. DOMIN-GO. 

BY. M. GARRAN COITLON. 

ad in his abrence by M. Guadbt before the Nuioaal 

AJTcmbly, 39th of February, 1791. 



THE accounts teceived of the difturbucet in St. Do- 
mingo, undoubtedly leave ns in much uncertainty ; ' 
bat the principal fa£t9 are anqaeOionable. They reduce 
themrclves to a fmall iiumber of important and inconteltible 
points We ought at length to follow our own Judgment and 
not rely upon others. It is by examining matters maturely, 
that we put ourfelves on our guard againft the fpirit cf party 
and difhoneftyi which have frequenUy led aftray the friends o( 
libeny. 8y thefe means, the calumnious reports which havt 
been propagated againft the jfrnh dn Nairt will be filenced. 

The infurreflion no Iboner beoke out than it was attributed 
ta^c Jmh dti Noiri. Nothing but rage and weaknefs eould 
have produced To ra(h an accufation— Let them cite a linglo 
dfUon, a fingle publication, which h^ provoked the infurrec- 
tton. Wefurely need do no more than repeat the names of 
the principal members of this alTociation, Melln. Mirabean, 
La Rochefoucautt, Condorcei, La Fayette, &c. in order to do 
away thefe calumnies. An anbciation fonned at a more early 
period than ours cxifts in the capital of Great Britain. Ever 
fioce the formation of this fociety, philanthropic k attempts 
have incellantly been the objeAs of its cares. Nevenhelefi, the 
Negroes in the Englilh Colonies have continued to bear their 
yoke with the gicatcftfubmiffion— If then, we can at preiTenC 
with any certamty al&gn a caufe to the troubles in St. Domin- 
go they jnuA be attributed to the degradation of the People of 
Colour, rather than to a Philanthropick Society. In fait, in 
North America, there is a religious feA which, without exciting 
diflurbanccs; is continually devidng means for obtaining the 
cnfranchifcment 0/ the Negroes. TheCongrefs itfelfis pre- 

B4 ■ ^"^^ 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



( 2+ )^ 

parmg for the abolition of this mcafurc at Tome futcra 
period, and there is only one of the American States where th« 
trafficit is not already abolifhed. Let us tilen actrtbu^ the 
troubles to the contagion of counter-revolution principles ; and 
above all, to the injullice of wiiich the Whites have been 
guilty in refufing to let the MuJattoes pvtak£ of the Wcflings of 
liberty ; and lalily, to the culpa.b]e negleA of the enfbrcenicut 
of the decree of U»e ijthof May. Have we not in the Con- 
Aituent Aflembiy, faen deferters from the Caure of dw People 
fonneft themfelves with the A'iftocracy to pave the way for 
the repeal of that decree, by preventing the departure of the 
Commifiionersf And does not this evidently prove that thoOi 
troubles have liad the {ame origin as ihofe ofAvingnon and the 
Capip ofjalei? Like the Avignonai^ and the Liegeois, the 
People of Colour were opprefTcd, and they wilhed to become 
free ; and thefe emotions have exciteff ia the siinds of the 
Negroes the fame dtfire of independence. In like manner, at 
Fans, when the Baftile was taken, did not the prifoners in the 
Cluteletand the Bifetre, break their fetters > Thcfc uncivilized 
men, who weje nearer to a lUte of nature, were not deaf to 
the cries of liberty which relbiinded on cvjry tide. Perhaps 
too, the Whites have themfelves excited tlic difcontent of their 
Necroes : as we (aw (he court in 1739> when it had an army 
uniur it! command, rejoice in the troubles at Paris, and as the 
tUng of Spaa was pleafcd at tlie revolt of the Ponu^uefe ; 
(Kcaulc it afforded an apt pretence for numerous couiircauons. ' 
At St. Domingo the party mimical to liberty expeftcd a 
punter -re volution, difor^cr aiid civil war (for a counter re- 
volution could refiilt QTiIy frotn a general confufion) and the 
men of this party fubSituted the blade cockade in place of the 
cockade of libeny, even in the very Jight of the Colonial .\f- 
fembly. But not even thefe p^ofs were neceiTary to difcovcr 
the fcheme of alTerting their independence, which was formed 
by the planters of St. Domingo and Martinico. Before thefe 
troubles they had dared to decree, as a conftitutiona! article, that 
the eftablifliment of interior regulations belonged to the cdony 
alone. ' Did not the former General rtlTfmbly of the idand of 
St. Domingo undertake to dilband the aimy of the nation f lii 
fine, did not thefe deputies, in the name of the colonies, threaten 
prance with a fcparation fimilar to that which has taken place 
between the United States of America and England? Isitdiffi- 
.cult to ciincelvc that incij accuftomed 10 defpife their fellow 
men, to fubjugate them under the yokeof their defpotickwillsi 
fiiH have no greater love for their country than they have M 
equality, Thefe fame planters, who might have fouiid^fo 
many iidvanuges in their u'liioii with France, and whofe depa- 
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Km ftileS themfelves tTie deputies of the whole nation, pretcnde4 
that ilie other deputies of France could not take a (hare in the 
formation of their laws j MiilK, however, ibcfc men tci^ a part 
in th? formation of ouis, their deputies elfei^ed a ft-paration, 
and they returned only to repeal the decree of the 15 th of May. 
The Conilitucnt Ai ■■■nbly which, in its old age, I'uffbred the 
National Sovereignty to be trampled on, yielded to their 
fophifms, and pronounced the fatal decree of the 24th of 
September, the fdic caufe of all the djfaften of St. Domingo. 

Jn trull), the repeal of the decree of the 1 ^th of May, had 
not taken pbce when the infarreftion of the Blacks com- 
menced : but the decnc had been paflcd for the fpaee of three 
months, witliout havinj; been enforced. It was well knonn 
what flruggles patrioti(m hiid made in order to obtain it, and 
it was well knuivn iba- patriotifm d'lntnilhed every day, that 
^lots were formi'd to obtain the repeal of this decree, and that 
culp^iblc hopes were tbanded even on the diAurbancei of the 

'I'hofe Obfervations which point out the caufe of the misfor- 
tunes of St. Domingo, teach us that we ought never to fuffer 
any infringement to be made upon the National Sovereignty ; 
machlefs upon the rights of univerfal reafon : they tench us 
that we ought to dtfend the planters themfclfcs a^ainil their 
obftinate purpofe of lulling chcmfclves afleep to their own del- 
truflion, amidftthe prejudices of pride, -in fine, thatweou^'ht 
to naturalize among them the charafter of citizen, b>- making 
thenj enjoy the ble^ngi of the revolution. Let us then aiford 
fuccour to the Whites, fince they are unfortunate, I« us gra;it 
them all the alHiiance that lies in our povh'cr. You would not* 
rcfjfe it to your eneaiies, in a fimilar fltuation. But here I 
flop — it i} very true that oor moft implacableenemies would 
not have had v. in their power to do us more mifchlef: 1 uiJi 
^ot mention the damage which they have done to our com- 
incrce, at a time when it had already experienced a conlidera- 
Jble dIminutioD—but can we forget the Itains which they have 
troaght apon our Revolution, the pro^rcfs of «4ich, they have 
llappud by giving, under the rei^n of infant liberty, an example 
Oi tRv' grcateli injuilice, by placing tyrannic laws by the fide of 
the Declaration of Rights, when they caufed the palling of llie 
Decree of the 24th of Scpte.-nber. 

This decree has deeply alUidled all the friends of liberty. Ought 
we to let it Hand \ Would it not be a proof of extraordinary 
weakiiels, were we to retain this law, which people have the 
Audacity to term a confiittttiiiaaX law, although it was cnafled 
after the conftitution of the kingdom, and even after the con- 
fiitutiou-of the Colonies was framed. This \xti, will tend to 
render 
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Mnder the Planters 'independent of their French credicon ; antj 
ftiall wc iaSet the fovcreignty of twenty-five millions of meif 
to be trampled on, to lupport the tyranny and all the caprices 
of uni-edrained ddpotifm ? Let the White ColoniAs at bH 
know, that they cannot do without the mother country ; that 
She alone, can free them from thejnisfortanes into which they 
hare plunged thcmfelves. 

'1 he criminal ufurpations of tlie clergy and the nolNlJty, and 
all the abufes of the roval power ; — in a word, all kinds of 
dil'allers would follow upon the Decree of the 24th of Septem- 
ber ; and this independence would make the Colonies the cen- 
tre of union for the ariftocracy and the Counter -re vol utioni Us. 
Wcarc aii'ured, that none of the reafons which the Conftituent 
Affembly has made in the admmiftration of juftice, have been 
citfbtced at St. Domingo : that the moll atrocious proceedings 
of the old government, arc Kill praftifed there ; that Oge was 
crainincd on the/el!itti, and that he was not allowed counfel. 
It is at leaft evident, that the liberty of the preft, that^ua- 
Tantee of public liberty, the lofs of which nothing can fupply, 
bas been prolcribed ; that arbitrary orders take the place of 
laws ; that Frenchmen have been . tranfported without a trial, 
and under falfc pretexts ; that a veiTel Jias been forced to difr 
pofc of its cargo, at a price fixed at arbitrary difcretion. Thi» 
IS what the Colonial AlTembly hai done ; you may judge what 
it would do hi future: time, were it iuvcftcd with independent 
authority. The miniAer of the marine, after a long declama- 
tion againft the Jmit 4ii Ncirs, and the People of Colour, hag 
already propofed to you a plan of ennblifhtng at St. Domingo, 
a national guard, compofedorly of proprietors ; of erefling on 
that.ifland cenain fortrelTes, not to acfeni) the coall, but to 
tie made ufe of, as Rouflcau fays, in the interior part of the 
■ country. " as neils for tyrants." In fine, if the Colonies, 
rendered independent of the legiflativc body, were to be con- 
neAed with the king alone, what a means of confidence would 
the executive power derive from this exclufivc right of giving 
its faQ^ion '. Being fupreme chief of the army, he could ttlU ' 
cnftave tt, by feoaing the nioit patriotic regiments into the 
iihuids. uiider,prctence of eltablifning difcipljne there; but in 
reality, becanfe in this exile, tlicy would in vain appeal to the 
principles of juilice and Iin:rty. 

if, however, yoii are determined to declare the Colonics 
independent, this declaration ought not to be made till the 
Decree of tne z^ih of September has been repealed, otherwife 
tills independence would be extended to the Whites alone, who 
would prelcnc the means of f erpetuating ariftocracy. America 
euidncipatcs itk Colonics as foon a( they arc fufiiciendy popu- 
lous i 
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iaus ; hw flie has txprefsly decreed, that they (hall not infU- 
tutc an arbitrary government, or make any law in contrailic. 
lion to ihe Declaration of Rights. In Greece, the parent 
Itates, when they allowed their Colonies to govern ihemfelveSt 
did not eAeein thejnfelves by that means freed from the obli- 
gation of defending the citizens of thofe Colonies againil op- 
prelFioiK This reciprocal aOillance, whi^ Icindred fhoold 
mutually alford each other, we oaght now to give to the Citii 
IMS of Colour at St. Domingo, as well as to the Whites. 

The Plant'ers have formed a projefl of afferting their inde- 
pendence, in order to eftablilh tyranny beyond the feas ; " w« 
ought to be wifer than they." This fepa ration might lead them 
10 their rain, and perhaps would not be fo eafy as they imagine ; 
the difpolitions of the EngliRi, of America, and ftill more their 
own experience, Ihould convince them of thi). If it be pof- 
fible that the Colonies (hould be happy in this feparation, on 
tbia ft^poiltion, the parent (late truU. reap from it the fame 
advaaiage« as Price prcdi^ed, when the American Colonies 
feparated from England. The commerce of England with 
the United States, never was fo llourilhing as it has been fierce 
their feparation. They who are moft Incrulled with the ruft 
of ancient prejodice;, do not difpute. the advantages of this 
independence. On this fubjefl, tbere is only one opinion. 
But lincc our Colonies flill fiand in need of the protection of 
the mother country, fince we arc obliged to prote^ their inter- 
nal freedom, we ought to agree to the laws upon which the 
liberty is founded. Dillance docs not prevent tJie National 
AJiembly from making laivs concerning their external regUla* 
tions ; and fince the king can refufe to give his fanftlon to the 
laws for their internal government, why fliould not ihefe latter 
laws be likewife fubmitted to the approbation of the IcgiJlativc 
body ? The laws under the empire of reafon, ought no longer 
to be the refult of ancient prejudices refpeftfully accumulated, 
but the greater thenumber of enlightened onderilandings which 
concur in their formation, the nearer do they approach to pcr> 
fcftion. Why would the Colonies prefer the l^ete of the king, 
to the opinion of the popular rcprefentatiires of eighty-threa 
departments, efpecially when this iirfo is no: fubordinate to the 
uniform will of three legiilatures ? Would they chufe rather to 
be fubjeft to the will of a minister who will always be ambi- 
tious to augment his authority ! If tliis be their wilh, why do 
they addreis themfelves to the National Aficmbly, requefting 
our alEltance f Is it not ridiculous to fee them alking the re- 
prefentatlves of a free people to fupport an arbitrary govern- 
ments a government a)i:n to our laws, and contrary to out 
eonftitution I • 

Our 



n,g,t,7l.dM,GOOglC 



• t »« ) 

' Our fleets, our annies, the produil ofaar contributions, ara 
no longer, as they fonncrly were, the patrimonj' of the mo- 
narch — they bcFong to the nation s they ought not to be made 
ufe of, except for the benefit of the nation, and conformably 
to the conllituiion. The king can require obedience from the 
troops of France, only in the name of the French laws, made 
by the reprdcutiitives of the French people, and our armies are 
by no means fubjefl to the laws of the Colonies. " If circom- 
ftances did not permit us to enfranchife the Negroes, nothing 
could authorife uj to fet up as conftttutional principles the 
temporary meafures which prudence might have fuggefted ta 
legillators." This. is the reafon why there cxifts not in the 
j^mcrican conftituiione a fmgle article that gives a f:inAion to 
Jlavery ; and the frameri of this conlHtution, ihemfclves pro- 
prietors of Slaves, perceived that they muft leave to the ma- 
turity of time, to the progrefs of underftanding and manners, 
the confummation of the dellruSion of flavery. On the con- 
trary, a propofal is made te you, to annul the Cencartlai, or 
to temporize for the purpofe of giving the Whites the means 
of annulling it by forci;, ■ 

I Icnow not ivhat can be expedcd from thefe dilatory mea- 
fures, .unlefs the involving in frelh miferics, the Whites, wbo 
have with difficulty cfcaped from the fury of the revolted Ne- 
groes. Will any one dare to aflert, that the Decree of the 
24th of September, of which they wiOi to avail themfdvcs, 
U It conftituiional articled . 

Let the French conRitntion anfwer this qneftion— a Con- 
llitutinn, all the principles of which it contradifls. — Let the 
Conllitutional Decree of' the i;th of May lall anfwer it — alt 
the provifions of which it has infringed. We can liardly 
imagine, that tl»e Confliiucnt Aflbmbly, not wilhftan ding, all 
it! power, could deprive 3 numerousclafs of free and propri- 
ctaf.' citizens of iheir civil rights, efpccially without naving 
fjmmontd or heard them. If the exclufivc Iniiiaiirt had been 
granted to the Colonies on the 15th of May, it i^ ei>idcnt, 
tliat, after this Decree, the Conftirucnt Afiembly could no 
longer malte laivs concerning the civil exigence of any clafs of 
tr.en, ivtiho^i h:iving been formally a^ithorized fo to do by the 
Colonial .■ilTemblies. 

In vain will it tie objeAed, that an article of the ConfUtution 
declares, that the Colonics, although they furm a part of the 
French empire, were not compri/.ed in the conftitutlonal laws 
of France.— What conclufion Ihall we draw from thit } that 
the conftiturional law of the 15th of May, not having been 
repealed bj this article, cannot have been repealed iiiice the 
coinpleuon of the coniiiution. I mull obfi:]".^, that the King 
having 
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Itaving accepted the French conflitution, and tha: formed 01} 
the 15th of May for the Colonies, the Confticucnt Aifcmbly 
could not trouble his throne with a new condition, which would 
occafion a lofs of rights, and if a refufal of accepting the De- 
cree of the 74th of September would not have oceafioned a 
lofs of rights ; it follow] of courfe, that it was not conftitn- 
tional. The ConlUiaent Affem'oly miglit reduce to principles 
the Conllitutional laws which it had already made, but it could 
not make laws of a, contrary nature. 

Could we oblige the king, who had jull fwom that he would 
maintain liberty and equality, to entbrce a conltitution which 
deprives a numerous clafs of men of the rights which nature 
gives them ? Is it not evident that his acceptance of this De- 
cree could not have given it validity i and that, as an aiil of 
the legiflative power, it is null, fince it has not gone through 
the formalities prefcribed by the conftitution. Let us proceed 
to the examination of its contents : In the conftitution wc fee 
that privileges no longer exiA in any part of the French em- 
pire i that the national (bvereigaty ii indivijible and heredi- 
tarily delegated to the reigning family ; that the Colonies are 
cAntially a part of the French empire. It was upon thefe 
principles alone then that the Conftituent Aflembly could deter- 
mine concerning the conlUtution of the colonies. N'everthelcfs, 
their independence is declared in fach a manner by the decree 
of the 14th of September that they are freed from the autliorily 
of the legillative body, and even from the authority of tha 
conftitueni aflemblies ; and as the regal power is not comprized' 
in this decree, the confequence it that the colonies might chufc 
z king for thcmfclves j but they will hardly imagine themfelves 
independent of the authority of that inelbmable article of the 
declaration of rights, which allows infurrc^ion and refilbncs 
againlt oppre£ion. 

I may now confinji the timorous confcieneei of ihofe who 
have alTerted that they wilhcd for the repeal of the decree of 
the t^th of September, but were afraid of infringing opon a 
conftilutional law. But neither the people, who muA ratify all 
conftitutions, nor the Conttituent Alfembly, nor even the exc 
cotive power, have ever looked upon this decree as iculy con- 
flitutional. The ConfUiuenc AJIembly did not prcfent it for 
the acsepcance of the King ,- and haj it been conftitutional, 
all the citizens, and particularly th; deputies of th'is afTcmbly, 
whofe powen it would have limited, muft have fvorn that they 
would a& in cortfbrmity to it. When yoa have produced froni> 
your archifci the " eonftitutional aft," how bappcni it that 
hot one Voice has ever been raifcd to demand that the decrev 
of the t^th of September alfo fliould be brought to Utt Tritmne f 

Tliis 
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This decree had been too recently pafied, too Tiidly renown«f 
to be forgotten ; and if the nation had not refufed to ratify i^ 
whence comes it that among the loyal addrefTet which hare 
been prefented to the ConfHtuent Affcmbly there has not been 
a Angle one in favour of this decree ? The umverial feelings, 
the Jpontaneoui judgment of a!! the citizens, are better proofa 
than all the fubcleties of argument, that this decree is not con- 
ftituHonal. Had it been lo efteemed by tiie exccative power, 
the mintller of the marine would not heve propofed tojieu dif- 
ferent laws for the internal government of St. Domingo, for 
inftance, for the eftablifhment of hired guards, and of fcirtr 
to be ere£\ed in the interior parts of the country. Let u» then 
declare, that this decree is an infringement on the fovereignt/ 
of the nation i we fubmit not tn it either as citixctu or dcf- 
potics ; but. as men we oaght to deteft it. 

Mr. Garan Coulon then prepared the form of a decree 
tbrogaiing that of the 14th of September ; declaring a gene- 
ral amneily througliout the colony, cnafling, that the Colonic 
Affemblies (hould be formed puriiiant to the decree of the i^th 
of May, that they fliould give their fentiments on the fubjeA 
of the intemiil government of the colonies, and on the belV 
method of efi'e^ng the Abolitioa of Negro !)la;<ery. 
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APPENDIX 



■t the frtttding ta^irj •wai prinltJ, JJitit 
Keive<{, that the National Assbmbly, « 
24/^ iiijiaut, pafftd, ahaefi uianiatoujly, 
jBllo^ing DECREE rt/pcaing 
the CoLOMiKs. 



Th 



_ H E National AiTcinbly acknowledges and decreei, 
thit the People of Colour and Free Negroes ought to enjoy the 
equality of political rights, as well as the Whites, in confe- 
quence of which it decrees as follows : 

AxTrcLE I. immediately after the publication of t'le 
prefent decree, they ftiall proceed, in every one of the French 
Colonies in the Windward and Leeward lilands, to the re-elec- 
tion of the Colonial and Municipal AlTcmblies, after the man- 
ner prefcribed by the decree of the 8th of March, 1 790, ani 
the ioIlruAions c>f the National Ailembly of the 2tith of tlie 
fame month. 

II. Th« People of Colour, and Free Negroes IhaU be 
admitted to vote in all the Primary and Eleftoral AITemblies, 
tad fliall be eligible to all places, provided they poflefs besides,' 
the qualifications prefcribed by the ^.th article of the inltruc- 
dons of the i3th of Match. 

in. Three Civil Commiflioner^ (ball be named for thp 
Colony of St. Domingo, and four for the lilands of GuaAs- 
loupe, St. Lucia, and Tobago. 

IV. Thefe Commi^ioners fhall be authorifed to diflblve the 

prefent Colonial AflimbHes, to lake every meafure necellary 

lor accelerating ihe Convocation of the Primary and Kie3orJ 

Ailcmblii-i, 
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AfTembltes, and therein to cftablilh union) ordeT, ani jtcstf : as 
well as to determine provifionally (refervjng the power of ap- 
peal to the ^ aiional Affembly) npon eveiy quefliun which nay 
arife concerning the regularity of convocations, the holding of 
affemblies, the form of elections, andthc eligibility of citizens. 

V. They are equally authorifed to procure c^-ery rnfonna- 
lion poflible, in order to difcover the author? of the trouble! 
in St. Domingo, and their continuation, if thi^y have continu- 
ed ; to fccure the perfons oftheguiliy> and put thetn under ar- 
rcft, and to fend them over to f ranee, there to be put in a ftate 
of accufaiion, by virtue of a decree of the legiflaiivc body, if 
that be fiiund neceffary. 

VI. The' Civil C'ommifliotiers fhall be obliged for this 
purpofe, to addrefs to die National Aflcmbly -a difpatch in , 
Ibrm, of the verbal proccfl'es which they may hai'e made, and jl 
ofthe declaraiions they may have received, concerning the " 
accufet^petfons aforcfaid. ' r f 

Vli. ThcNational Aflcmbly authorifes the Civil Cotnmif^ 
fioners todemanU the publick force, whenever iliey thir.k m.';i,^ * 
either for their own lafcty, or for the execution oi' order; tJiL/ ^ 
may give, bv virtucoftha preceding Artic'cs. 

VII. C\v: ExecutivfiPPower is direfted to fend a fufficieiit^ 
force into the Colonics, which is compofed in great nicafurc ot' 
^•3tionai Guards. 

iX. The Colonial Affemblies immediately after their for- 
mation and enilallation, (hall KTue, in the name of each Colony 
refpeclively, their particular jud^eni refpefting tiiat Coniri- 
tutian, thoie laws, and the adminiliration of them, which ivill' \ 

promote the profperity and happinefs of t lie people; conform- g, 

ing themfches neverihclels to thofi? general principles by which 
the CcloiHw and Mother Country arc connetled, and by 
which their refpeiUvc intereiis arc Tecurcd, agreeably to (he 
decree of 8th of March, 1790, and the inftrucUoiis of aStk 
fame mouth. 

X. The Colonial Aflemblica are autlioiiEed to nominate 
Rcprcfcutativcs to dc'l^'cr their ju'lgt:ieni to, and unite thcm- 
felvc» with the Legifl.itivc Body, in iminbcrs proportionable 
for every Colony, which llltkll be imrocdiately determined by 
the National Ailcmbly, accor^iing to tlieReport tvhich iir 
Colonial Committee ii'tlirefled to make. 

XI. former de;rees reipeding the Coloniej (hall be ar 
Ibrct.- in ever)- thing nt)t contrary to the preient XJecree- 
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